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for the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Panel 2: Mr. Bruce A. Taylor, Presi-
dent and Chief Counsel, National Law 
Center for Children and Families, Fair-
fax, VA; Mr. Victor Cline, Emeritus 
Professor, University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City, UT; Mr. Steve Takeshita, 
Officer in Charge, Pornography Unit, 
Organized Crime and Vice Division, Los 
Angeles Police Department, Los Ange-
les, CA. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Water and Power of the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, October 15, at 2:30 p.m. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on S. 943, a bill to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
enter into one or more contracts with 
the city of Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the 
storage of water in the Kendrick 
project; S. 1027 and H.R. 2040, bills to 
amend the Irrigation Project Contract 
Extension Act of 1998 to extend certain 
contracts between the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and certain irrigation water 
contractors in the States of Wyoming 
and Nebraska; S. 1058, a bill to provide 
a cost-sharing requirement for the con-
struction of the Arkansas Valley Con-
duit in the State of Colorado; S. 1071, a 
bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior, through the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, to conduct a feasibility 
study on a water conservation project 
within the Arch Hurley Conservancy 
District in the State of New Mexico, 
and for other purposes; S. 1307, a bill to 
authorize the Secretary of the Interior, 
acting through the Bureau of Reclama-
tion, to assist in the implementation of 
fish passage and screening facilities at 
non Federal water projects, and for 
other purposes; S. 1308, a bill to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to pur-
sue and complete actions related to the 
implementation of a U.S. District of a 
U.S. district court consent decree; S. 
1355, a bill to authorize the Bureau of 
Reclamation to participate in the reha-
bilitation of the Wallowa Lake Dam in 
Oregon, and for other purposes; S. 1577, 
a bill to extend the deadline for com-
mencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project in the State of Wyo-
ming; H.R. 1284, a bill to amend the 
Reclamation Projects Authorization 
and Adjustment Act of 1992 to increase 
the Federal share of the costs of the 
San Gabriel Basin Demonstration 
Project; and S. Res. 183, a resolution 
commemorating 50 years of adjudica-
tion under the McCarran amendment of 
rights to the use of water. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Darcy Zotter, a fel-

low on Senator HARKIN’s staff, be given 
floor privileges for the duration of the 
consideration of this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

NATIONAL CHILDHOOD LEAD 
POISONING PREVENTION WEEK 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 243 introduced earlier 
today by Senator REED of Rhode Is-
land. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 243) designating the 
week of October 19, 2003, through October 25, 
2003, as National Childhood Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Week.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. BURNS. I further ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, all with no intervening action or 
debate, and that any statements relat-
ing to this matter be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 243) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows:
S. RES. 243

Whereas lead poisoning is a leading envi-
ronmental health hazard to children in the 
United States; 

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, 434,000 pre-
school children in the United States have 
harmful levels of lead in their blood; 

Whereas lead poisoning may cause serious, 
long-term harm to children, including re-
duced intelligence and attention span, be-
havior problems, learning disabilities, and 
impaired growth; 

Whereas children from low-income families 
are 8 times more likely to be poisoned by 
lead than are children from high-income 
families; 

Whereas children may be poisoned by lead 
in water, soil, or consumable products; 

Whereas children most often are poisoned 
in their homes through exposure to lead par-
ticles when lead-based paint deteriorates or 
is disturbed during home renovation and re-
painting; and 

Whereas lead poisoning crosses all barriers 
of race, income, and geography: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates the week of October 19, 2003, 

through October 25, 2003, as ‘‘National Child-
hood Lead Poisoning Prevention Week’’; and 

(2) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling upon the people of the 
United States to observe the week with ap-
propriate programs and activities.

f 

TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY TO 
PUBLIC PRINTER 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 

proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3229, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 3229) to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to transfer to the Public Print-
er the authority over the individuals respon-
sible for preparing indexes on the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BURNS. I ask unanimous consent 
that the bill be read the third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3229) was read the third 
time and passed.

f

CHECK CLEARING FOR THE 21ST 
CENTURY ACT-CONFERENCE RE-
PORT 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I submit 
a report of the committee of con-
ference on the bill (H.R. 1474), and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Committee of Conference on the dis-

agreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 
1474), to facilitate check truncation by au-
thorizing substitute checks, to foster innova-
tion in the check collection system without 
mandating receipt of checks in electronic 
form, and to improve the overall efficiency 
of the Nation’s payments system, and for 
other purposes, having met, have agreed that 
the House recede from its disagreement to 
the amendment of the Senate, and agree to 
the same with an amendment, signed by a 
majority of the conferees on the part of both 
Houses.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed to the consideration of 
the conference report. 

(The conference report is printed in 
the proceedings of the House in the 
RECORD of October 1, 2003.) 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I 
support the conference report to the 
Check Clearing for the 21st Century 
Act or Check 21 Act. This is an impor-
tant piece of legislation and a high pri-
ority for the Federal Reserve Board. I 
commend Chairman SHELBY for his 
leadership on this issue. Senators 
JOHNSON, CARPER, MILLER and BENNETT 
also played important roles in devel-
oping this legislation. The Check 21 
Act enjoys broad bipartisan support. 
the conference report passed the House 
of Representatives unanimously on Oc-
tober 9th. Earlier this year both 
Houses of Congress passed similar bills 
by unanimous vote. 

This legislation is designed to allow 
banks to use electronic images of 
checks to expedite check collection 
and processing. Current law requires a 
bank that receives a deposited check to 
physically return the check to the 
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